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Preamble to CALFED Record of Decision

This Record of Da~ston adopts a programmatic environmen~al assessment of

a prefew~ alternattve. This DaeMon witi ~ko ~ possible to begin ~e pro~ss

~ specific enVlronmen~l a~essmen~ and eady imple~nta~on of many wall

defln~ and badly ne~d~ oomponen~ of the overall plan. Howeve?. In some

~po~a~t respe~ t~ ROD ~n only be ~garded as ~e ~le~on of a

app~ach to management of ~e Dei~ and ~ watersh~. ~s approach has yet to

~ analyzed for viabili~ and ~en developed and ~di~d over ~me. Conflicts

,mired resources. Unce~n~as In s~ ~d technolo~ w.l ~quire ~xibili~.

but ~b~an~ commie,S. Fhould not be based on ~sh~

judgeme~. The pre~r~ed ~ernedve commits to a "througb-De~" ~nvey~

of wmr for expo~ and to ~e purer ~ measures to improve ~er qua!~,

pro~c~on of ~mh, and to clo~g ~e gap baleen wa~r supply and demand, ~c.

T~ pu~ose of ~is pre~ble is to ~~ C~FED ~ making t~ analyses th~ are

~ed (a) to develop and ~e( d~ne ~e preferred a~dve, and {b) ~ assure

that there is a care~lly co~ide~ed balance among gos~ ~at compete fo~

resources, and {c) tOes~blish the ground rules and bou~arles that will govern

~her developme~ of ~s prefaced alternative and ~ ~or componems

rage of development and spec~flolW th~ ¢an ~en be implemented.

comm~ents ~11 roughly into several ~go~es.

G~eral Category

C~ commits to ~omp~ance ~ ~e Missi~ ~ment that

"8o~ons will solve problems in all pPob~m areas. Improvemen~ for

" so~ problems wUt ~t be made w~out co~espon~ng improvem~t

~r other problems", and CALFED wi, avoi~ "redire~ed impacts".
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this contex~ "problem areas~ are now understood to include, for

example, both.terrestr~ai and aquatic habitat; both expo~ and area

origin [inclu~in9 the ~!~) wa~er supply and qual~; land and other

resource n~ds for ~h of urban, env~o~e,~l, and

purposes as ~e po~l~n grows; ezc.. More adequa~ water

for example, for one p~rpose or ~gion of use does not subs~te ~r

ie~ adequate w~¢ ~ality fo~ ano~er purpose or region of use.

ao~e~ng a C~ED goal w.I be enrolled techni~iiy and

before ado~on and Imp~ntation in order to ass~ ~mpllance

w~h CALFED’s ~~, compad~il!W ~ o~er goals, avoidance of

~ird pa~y and ~mula~e lapels,and for a balanc~ u~ of Itm~d

n~ral and 5nan~ r~ur~s. This will be do~ and revisions of

~an ma~e by a proce~ covlred elsewhere in ~e ROD.

In prodding for the needs of C~ifomla’s envlro~nt and growing

~puladon over ~ i~e of ~e p~n CALFED will nee r~y on depletion

of na~r~ soil and groundwa~r ~ourc~.

_Throuoh-Delta Conveyance.

In developing an optimum plan ~or through-Delta conveyance of water for

export the analy~es and requirements o~ the plan will Include but not be limited to

the following.

¯ The preferred alternative for through-Delta conveyanoe and

interrelated plans will be fully analyzed and modified as neoessary to

comply with all of the State’s current and future water s~linity and

dissolved oxygen slandards.

It will also be optimized for oompal~bte and balanced provision for

In-Delta habitat and fish proteotion, In-Della water quality, export

water quality, protection of adequate South Delta water levels,
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conveyance of flood flows° seismic risk, etc.. Lo~ai expertise will be

fut|y utilized in making l~|s assessment.

T~s op~~on w~ i~lude oonside~a~on o~ ai~ma~ve ways ~ get

~ramento wa~r ~ the Centra~ Del~ ~ balanced pm~on of

~she~. The a~m~lv~ ~n~dered Will in~ude real time flow oon~l

~mugh ~e Cross Ch~nel, ~rough G~rglanna ~gh, ~rough

~e~t SiouX. ~fl~on of ~ow pa~er~ by d~dging, flow

contr~ ~rriem, b~vio~i and screen~ oo~1 of ~h, etc.

Optimization mayalso Include a new c~nnel ~m ~e Saoramento

~ver to the Moke~ ~hanne~ prodding ~ ~ Is ph~i~l~ Ii~ed

~ ¢apadW ~o no~ more ~an 3000 c~ and ~n n~ ~adily be

expanded ~

If ~ere is any s~dy ~ an Is~az~ conveyance ~ as a ba~up

~e eve~ that an ~z~ ~r~gh-D~ s~em prove~ i~equa~

as a balanced m~ of pro~ng all interest, ~ ~e s~dy must

be Indepe~ent of,~ ~m[zing prooess so ~t proponems of such

canal can not jeopardize ~at ~dm~a~on proce~.

~ Judgement as to whaler ~e ~rou~-De~ conveyanoe

has been ~dmized, ~d ~e ~d~~ as to w~er it has

adequmly ~ mu~ ~ ma~ a~r all major fsa~ms have been in

place and res~ts"~have been monkored through a rapeseed,re series

of hyd~au]io shuadons. ~is assessment must ~en be mad~ by

open proce~ w~ in~udes de,bemdon by all inx~em ~ are

dlre~ affected by ~er ma~gemnt In the C~al Valley

watersh~.

Water Supply

CALFED will promptly forecast a range of probable water supply needs in

and from the Central Valley to meet the r~asonab|e future needs for urban,
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environmenlal, end agr|~u|tural purposes throughout the life of the CALFED plan

and how much is needed to avoid long term overdraft of groundwater.

The environmental need will he based on CALFED’s proposed envIronmen~a!

restoral~On plan. The Urban need will be based on urbw~ estimates of need with

due regard to predicted ~opulation growth..The agricultural need w,i be

considered to be within a range for which the lower end would maintain the

average level of consumpSve ~ter u~ l~ha~ has been availab|e over tt~e past

decade for the productio~ of agricultural products. The upper end of the range

would maintain this same.level of wa~er for Goneumpt~ve use on a per capita basis

over time as the population grow~.

C/M.FED will then ar~ese the exten’~ ~at ttlis ovm’afl need can reegsdcaily .b~

expected to be met wtth exlst|ng infrastructure and how much more wh~ (a}

reallslJcally achievable Improvement in multiple usa of exls~ng supplies, {b| realistic

improvement in recyoling by districts, (c) reallsti~ recycling o1 streamflows, and (d)

realistically achievable desalinization of wa~er otherwise too salty for reuse by

methods that include the dlsposai of sah and that are commensurate with the

future ~ost of water development.

This then will provide a range of probable sho~age in water supply over zl~e

¯ life of the" plan. CALFED Will then examine the physl~a| feasibility of developing

enough increase In water supply t~ avoid l~s shortage. It will examine the most

cos~ effective and the least env(ronmentally damaging w~yS to provide this

increase In supply, it wll~ examine the environmental, eo~lal, and o~her costs if the

supply is not provided and t~e water shortage i~ shared in a balanced manner

among t~.e environmental, urban, and agricultural needs, it will examine the

increase in value of water that would be nemessary to justify the cost of the

needed additional water supply, and the lead time ne~-essary to increase the

supply.
After these analyses are available, there Will be an open process of evaluating

the results and datermlnlngto what degree the legislature and the electorate wish
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~o close ~e gap between ~uppl¥ and demand versus living with the consequences

of a futuce shortage.

Water"

Water quality improvement for one region or purpose of use will n~>t be

made in a way that would degrade the des|table quality of water for anotfier region

or purpose of usa. However, the water N~ ~ is d~irable differs for different

u~s. Wa~r ~des ~n, th~efore, p~de a net benefit,

~ c~ or exa~m p~lems of salt dispose, d~rade grou~water

or ~du~ ~ o~o~un~ ~r muH~le use or reuse ~

~ ~a~feror.
New water develo~ u~aily provides high qu~hy wmr, and

provide an ove~li wa~r ~ Improvement whl~ ~ not ~ver~ ~ any user or

pur~ ~ u~. However, m~ul~on of ~e new supply to benefl~

pa~lar p~rpo~ of use wmy di~lsh ~e p~l magn~de of ~e new sup~y.
The use of new supplies ~ n~ ~ made In ways t~ ~u~

’~~ng the ~p ~een ~pply a~ demand.
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